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The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime

Name:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Directions:  The summer reading assignment is organized into three sections.  Preview the exercises in each section prior to reading so

that you can gather text evidence for the exercises as you read. You may write your answers on this hard copy or you may type them

on the Google document that has been shared with you in the classroom.

Assignment 1

1. Read pages 1-76.  Stop at the end of chapter 109.

2. Read the paragraphs below about structure and genre, as well as the list of characteristics of detective stories.

3. Complete the exercises on structure and detective stories.

Structure

Structure refers to how a story is organized. Think of structure as the outline of a story or the map of its construction.

Exercise on Structure

Directions:  In three to four sentences, explain how Mark Haddon’s organization of The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime is
different from the organization of traditional novels.  Does Haddon include any features that are not typically included in a novel?
When writing your response, you may abbreviate the title as Curious Incident.

Your Response:

Genre

In terms of literature, genre refers to categories of literature.  For example, fiction, nonfiction, poetry, drama, mystery, and science
fiction are examples of genres. The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime can be viewed as a combination of a detective story
and psychological fiction.
Characteristics of Detective Stories:

1. A significant crime, usually a murder, that is worthy of attention, must be part of a detective story.
2. The detective is usually a memorable character who is intelligent, observant, and often has quirky habits or behaviors.  For

example, Kojak is associated with lollipops, Columbo with a wrinkled raincoat, and James Bond with interesting gadgets.
3. Most detective stories have numerous characters who could be suspects.  These characters often serve as red herrings who

detract readers’ attention from the true culprit.
4. An antagonist is the person who is in opposition to the protagonist.  Usually, the antagonist is the true culprit of the crime;

however, the antagonist does not have to be.  For example, a police officer who wants to solve a crime before the detective
can be an antagonist.

5. The action of most detective stories take place within the same setting as the crime.
6. The solution of a detective story must seem logical, obvious, and possible.



Detective stories are engaging because they allow the reader to solve the mystery along with the detective.  Therefore, all suspects
should be introduced early into the plot and all clues discovered by the detective should be shared with the reader.

Exercise on Detective Stories

Directions:  Based on the characteristics of a detective story (listed above) and on the events of chapters 2-109, find three quotes

that could be used to support the claim that The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime can be viewed as a detective story.

Provide an explanation of each quote.  The quotes must reflect three different characteristics of a detective story.  Remember to note

the page number(s) from where you took your quotes using in-text citations.  If you feel that you need more space than what is

provided, write your answers on composition paper.

Example of an In-Text Citation:  Upon discovering Mrs. Shears’s dead dog, Christopher explains, “I stroked Wellington and wondered

who had killed him, and why” (Haddon 2).

Quote 1: Explanation:

Quote 2: Explanation:

Quote 3: Explanation:



Assignment 2

1. Read pages 76-198.  Stop at the end of chapter 227.

2. Read the list below of the characteristics of psychological fiction and the explanation of stream-of-consciousness.
3. Complete the exercise on psychological fiction.

Characteristics of Psychological Fiction

1. Psychological fiction focuses on the thoughts, feelings, memories, desires, motivations, and mental state of a protagonist,

which are usually influenced by events in the story.  The external world around the protagonist, however, is not as important

as the inner-person.

2. Psychological fiction examines the reasons behind the protagonist’s behavior, both of which drive the plot.

3. Psychological fiction examines the mind of the protagonist through narrative styles such as stream-of-consciousness and

flashbacks.

What is stream-of-consciousness?

Stream-of-consciousness is a narrative technique that mimics the flow of thoughts as they enter one’s mind, just as they do in your

mind.  Think of stream-of-consciousness writing as an inner monologue that the protagonist shares with the reader in which the

protagonist describes the events of a story as they happen, along with his/her thoughts and feelings about those events.

Exercise on Psychological Fiction

Directions:  Based on the characteristics of psychological fiction (listed above) and on the events of chapters 113-227, find three

quotes that could be used to support the claim that The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime can be viewed as psychological

fiction.  Provide an explanation of each quote.  Remember to note the page number(s) from where you took your quotes using

in-text citations.  If you feel that you need more space than what is provided, write your answers on composition paper.

Example of an In-Text Citation:  Upon discovering Mrs. Shears’s dead dog, Christopher explains, “I stroked Wellington and wondered

who had killed him, and why” (Haddon 2).

Quote 1: Explanation:

Quote 2: Explanation:



Quote 3: Explanation:

Assignment 3

1. Complete reading the novel, pages 198-221.

2. Read the lists below of the characteristics of flat, round, dynamic, and static characters.

3. Complete the exercise on flat, round, dynamic, and static characters.

Flats, Round, Dynamic, & Static Characters

In terms of character development, characters can be flat or round and dynamic or static.

1. Characteristics of Flat Characters

● Simple, one-dimensional characters that are often stereotypes

● Demonstrate one or two personality traits

● No significant growth or change

● Purpose is to support the main character (plays a side role)

● Examples:  Benvoli from Romeo and Juliet and Miss Maudie from To Kill a Mockingbird

2. Characteristics of Round Characters

● Similar to real people

● Complex personality

● Demonstrate many traits

● Audience sympathizes and/or relates to the character

● Purpose is to make the story more believable & effective

● Examples:  Harry Potter & Sherlock Holmes

3. Characteristics of Dynamic Characters

● Complex characters that undergo permanent change due to experiences

● Examples:  Harry Potter & Jack from Lord of the Flies

4. Characteristics of Static Characters

● Undergoes no change or little change (This, however, does not mean the character is flat, or one-dimensional.)

● Can be interesting, but remains unchanged

● Examples:  Sherlock Holmes &  Atticus Finch from To Kill a Mockingbird.



Exercise on Characterization

Directions:  Identify whether each character is flat or round and static or dynamic.  Provide an explanation for your answers.  An
example is provided.

Character Flat or
round?

Static or
dynamic?

Explanation:  Explain why you believe each character is flat or round and static or
dynamic.  If necessary, note page numbers.

Mrs. Alexander flat static Mrs. Alexander is a flat character because she is both stereotypical and a supporting
character.  Her role in the story seems to be that of a stereotypical elderly lady who
lives in the neighborhood, who is friendly, and who has a dog.  Mrs. Alexander offers
snacks and tea to Christopher and enjoys talking to Christopher, as many elderly
neighbors do.  Mrs. Alexander also gives advice to Christoper, and while unintentional,
reveals significant information to Christopher about the relationship between his
mother and Mr. Shears.  In this way, Mrs. Alexander could also be viewed as a form of
a “fairy” godmother who seems to appear when Christopher needs some guidance.
Whether viewed as a stereotypical nice, old lady or a form of a fairy godmother, Mrs.
Alexander’s role is that of a supporting character, which is the purpose of flat
characters.  In addition, the reader does not know much about Mrs. Alexander, other
than she is friendly and wise, another characteristic of flat characters.   Mrs. Alexander
is also a static character.  While she is interesting, she does not change throughout the
story.

Character Flat or
round?

Static or
dynamic?

Explanation:  Explain why you believe each character is flat or round and static or
dynamic.  If necessary, note page numbers.

Christopher

Ed Boone



Character Flat or
round?

Static or
dynamic?

Explanation:  Explain why you believe each character is flat or round and static or
dynamic.  If necessary, note page numbers.

Judy Boone

Siobhan
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Into the Wild

Name:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Directions:  The summer reading assignment is organized into three sections.  Preview the exercises in each section prior to reading so

that you can gather text evidence for the exercises as you read.  You may write your answers on this hard copy or you may type them

on the Google document that has been shared with you in the classroom.

Assignment 1

1. Read the following chapters:  1-6

2. Read about point of view.

3. Complete the exercise on Transcendentalism.

It is important to understand the historical and philosophical background of a piece of text. Each chapter of Into the Wild begins with

a quote.  Krakauer includes  the quotes to provide insight into Chris McCandless.

For example Chapter Six Chapter Six begins with a passage written by the writer Henry David Thoreau and highlighted by Chris

McCandless. Thoreau (1817-1862) was part of a literary and philosophical movement called Transcendentalism, which started in New

England in the 19th century. Some of the main ideas of Transcendentalism include the following:

● Self-reliance: The Transcendentalists distrusted anyone claiming political, religious, or intellectual authority. They believed

that each person should trust his or her own intuition.

● Society vs. the individual: Society is usually misguided, and it tends to force conformity.

● The connection between people and nature: Nature and human beings are not separate; in fact, everything that exists is

unified by one spirit.

Exercise on Transcendentalism

Directions:  Review the quotes Kraukauer included at the beginning of each chapter of Into the Wild.  Select three different quotes

and write each one in a separate box below. Be sure to  Include page number and author.  Then write a short explanation on what

the citation means to McCandless.  Write your response to each question in the boxes. Support your responses with quotes from the

text.  Remember to note the page number(s) from where you took your quotes using in-text citations.  If you feel that you need more

space than what is provided in the chart, write your answers on composition paper.

Example of an In-Text Citation:  Lieutenant Jimmy Cross “would sometimes taste the envelopes knowing her tongue had been there”

(O’Brien 1).

List your first Quote from the
beginning of a chapter and the
page number:

Write a short explanation on

why the quote was significant/

meant to McCandless.

Support your responses with

two significant  quotes from

the text.

Quote 1:

How does the  quote from the

beginning of the chapter

reflect transcendentalist

ideals.



Quote 2:

List your second Quote from
the beginning of a chapter and
the page number:

Write a short explanation on

why the quote was significant/

meant to McCandless.

Support your responses with

two significant  quotes from

the text.

Quote 1:

Quote 2:

How does the  quote from the

beginning of the chapter

reflect transcendentalist

ideals.

List your third Quote from the
beginning of a chapter and the
page number:

Write a short explanation on

why the quote was significant/

meant to McCandless.

Support your responses with

two significant  quotes from

the text.

Quote 1:

Quote 2:

How does the  quote from the

beginning of the chapter

reflect transcendentalist

ideals.



Assignment 2

1. Read the following chapters:  7-12

2. Read about conflict.

3. Complete the exercise on conflict.

Conflict

Conflict, or the obstacles a character faces, is one of the most important elements of literature because conflict is what makes a

character take action in the story. Since a character is facing a force of opposition, the conflict in a story makes the reader pick a side,

whether it is with the protagonist or the antagonist. Without conflict, the plot of a story would simply be a sequence of events with

no consequences and no interesting or exciting changes. There are three main types of conflict, at least one of which can be

easily found in every novel.

• man vs. man – a character in the novel struggles against another character, society, or an Organization

• man vs. nature – a character in the novel struggles against the forces of nature or fate; nature can be anything ranging

from fire, to rain, to treacherous mountains, or a force as abstract as destiny

• man vs. self – one of the characters in the novel struggles with an internal problem that only he or she can resolve by

looking inward, usually at a decision that needs to be made or at feelings that need to be worked out

Conflict is further divided into two categories: internal and external conflict. Internal conflict is the struggle of a character’s emotions

or decisions—man vs. self. External conflict, on the other hand, is beyond a character’s control and happens externally; this includes

man vs. nature and man vs. man. A conflict can also be either part of the main plot (main conflict), or just another obstacle on the

way to the major point of the story (subordinate conflict).

Exercise on Conflict

Directions:  Write your response to each question in the boxes. Support your responses with quotes from the text.  Remember to

note the page number(s) from where you took your quotes using in-text citations.  If you feel that you need more space than what is

provided in the chart, write your answers on composition paper.

Example of an In-Text Citation:  Lieutenant Jimmy Cross “would sometimes taste the envelopes knowing her tongue had been there”

(O’Brien 1).

Identify and example of conflict in the novel Into the Wild

Conflict:

Provide two significant quotes from the chapter to support your
answer.

Quote 1:

Quote 2:



Identify a second type of conflict found in the novel Into the
Wild.

Type of conflict:

Provide two significant quotes from the chapter to support your
answer.

Quote 1:

Quote 2:

Identify a third type of conflict found in the novel Into the Wild.

Type of Conflict:

Provide two significant quotes from the chapter to support your
answer.

Quote 1:

Quote 2:



Assignment 3

1. Read Into the Wild Chapter 13-18

2. Read the paragraph below about figurative language.

3. Complete the exercise on figurative language.

Figurative Language

Exercise on Figurative Language

Directions:  Find four examples in which Krakaur uses imagery to appeal to the reader’s senses  One of your responses must be a

simile and one must be a metaphor. The examples must be taken from at least three separate chapters. Explain the use of the

figurative language.  How does the figurative language  help the reader to better imagine the sights, smells, sounds, etc. of a scene.

Write your quotes and explanations in the boxes.  Remember to note the page number(s) from where you took your quotes using

in-text citations.   If you feel that you need more space than what is provided in the chart, write your answers on composition paper.

Example of an In-Text Citation:  Lieutenant Jimmy Cross “would sometimes taste the envelopes knowing her tongue had been there”

(O’Brien 1).

Quote: Explanation:

Quote: Explanation:

Quote: Explanation:

Quote: Explanation:




